NEWSLETTER – Summer, 2007
Upcoming Saturday Events – Mark Your Calendar
August 11

“It All Ends Up in the Lake”

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

BSRA is pleased to be a co-sponsor of this 4th annual environmental conference
to be held in Goderich at the Knights of Columbus Hall. See www.bsra.ca for program details.

August 25

2007 BSRA Annual Meeting

9:45 – Coffee

10:00 – meeting

St. Peter’s Church Hall, north of St. Joseph on Highway 21.
All residents of the shoreline wards of Hay West and Stanley West are invited to attend
and participate, although only the official delegates of member Associations may vote.

Provincial Election and Shoreline Resident Concerns
Our Spring Newsletter identified that issues such as water quality and the negative impact of the
current value assessment system can be resolved only through action at the provincial level.
Although BSRA is understandably non-partisan with respect to party affiliation, it is our expectation of all parties, and
their local candidates, that they show an appreciation of, and responsiveness to, these concerns of shoreline residents.
BSRA efforts to influence the current government to adopt or modify existing policies to address both of these issues
have included expressing your concerns formally and in person to two Cabinet Ministers (Environment and Finance)
and our Huron-Bruce MPP, and also in informal discussion with the Premier.
The 2007 provincial election provides the opportunity for you to make a choice on Wednesday, October 10th. Considerations
affecting your choice include the policy positions of the major political parties on these issues; your perception of the likelihood
of each of these parties forming the next government and therefore their ability to deliver on their election promises; and the
track record and credibility of the individual candidates with respect to these issues. Where a party, and its local candidate,
demonstrates a commitment to resolve our concerns with respect to these issues, they may warrant your support; however,
where either a party or its local candidate has failed to show leadership on issues of major concern to shoreline residents,
consider voting for a candidate from another party that demonstrates a more credible response to our concerns.
The effect of the policy positions of the major political parties on these issues is summarized below.

•

Water Quality

(Monitor www.bsra.ca for information updates)

Notwithstanding BSRA efforts, the documented lack of progress over the past decade in improving the water quality raises the
question of the relative priority of environmental, tourism, and agricultural interests at both the provincial and local levels. To
date, the lack of funding assistance to upgrade the Zurich sewage lagoons, the failure to implement mandatory septic testing
and more particularly the recent emasculation of the Nutrient Management Act (NMA) do not reflect well on the current
government. The 2006-7 Report of the Environment Commissioner noted that inadequate funding of the Ministry of the
Environment, and removal of key enforcement and farmer responsibility provisions from NMA Regulations have seriously
reduced the credibility and effectiveness of the government’s environmental work. We appear to be going backwards on
implementation of the NMA and implementing good management practices in manure handling. All political parties express
public rhetoric about the importance of the quality of our water and the environment. Whether or not their election would result
in initiatives that would make any qualitative difference is as unclear as the Bluewater surface water entering Lake Huron.
•

Current Value Assessment

( See also: www.wraft.com, www.captr.org )

Liberals Last year, the Minister of Finance announced a 2-year moratorium on assessment increases during which time
recommendations of the Ombudsman would be considered. Subsequently, the March Provincial Budget provided that
reassessment will occur on a 4-year cycle, with increases being phased in over four years. This Liberal response fails
to address the fundamental issue – the system of current value assessment allows the tax burden to continue to shift to
properties experiencing increases in market value, specifically lakefront properties. The government release refers to “fair and
predictable” property taxes resulting from the change. However, their changes result in taxes that are neither fair nor
predictable. The periodic change in assessment which can produce marked changes in property taxes is not predictable. The
4-year cycle merely reduces the frequency of the assessment changes and spreads resulting tax increases over a longer period.
For example, a shoreline property owner who experiences a substantial assessment increase in 2009 will have four years to
deal with the heavy tax impact before the next assessment notice arrives. If the Finance Minister had combined his new 4-year
assessment cycle with the WRAFT recommendation of a 5 per cent assessment cap, he would have solved the problem.

WRAFT and CAPTR are encouraging electors to write to their local MPP and the Minister of Finance to pursuade the Liberal
government to modify its current policy in this regard prior to the October election.
New Democratic Party The NDP task force held hearings across the province on the assessment system, and they have
recognized the need to end its volatility and unfairness. They have proposed a freeze position until a property is sold.
Progressive Conservatives
Their leader announced that, should their party form the next government, they would
impose a 5 per cent cap on annual assessment increases as long as the individual continues to own the property.
This reflects some of the earlier recommendations of both WRAFT and CAPTR. It is somewhat ironic that this positive
response to the concerns of shoreline residents on this issue is an initiative by the same party that introduced the market value
assessment in the first place.

Summary
The policy platforms announced to date, and the party and local candidate track records, lead to the following conclusions:
•
Track record of the current Liberal government Current value assessment: Its approach to dealing with this
issue does not appropriately address the issue of property tax inequity; simply put, the Liberal government has failed to fix it.
Water Quality: Since Ontario borders all but one of the Great Lakes, the primary responsibility for the quality of their water
is that of our Province. Recent media reports quoted the Premier as stating that “the Great Lakes have slid to the back of
environmental concerns.” Shoreline residents agree – the leadership of the current government on the issue of water quality,
particularly as it affects Lake Huron and the Municipality of Bluewater, has been insufficient.
•
Property tax equity
The concerns of Bluewater shoreline residents on this issue are better addressed by the
announced platforms of both the Progressive Conservative Party and the New Democratic Party. Although neither of their
proposals address the present inequity resulting from the most recent assessments, both would prevent the situation from
becoming worse. Both proposals have the effect of limiting the degree to which tax burdens can continue to shift to properties
with increased market value, but the PC proposal may be more realistic since it allows some growth in assessed value.
•
Track record of local candidates in the Huron-Bruce riding
BSRA has made our incumbent Liberal MPP
aware of the concerns of shoreline residents on these issues; factors contributing to the lack of positive results would include
the policy positions of her party. The NDP candidate was not sufficiently responsive to identified concerns on either of these
issues during his 6 years on Bluewater Council. The PC candidate’s extensive experience in local politics (South Huron Mayor
and Huron County Warden) has included involvement with water quality issues at the County level.

2007 Property Taxes
Of your total taxes, 47.73% is levied by Huron County; 32.09% by the Municipality of Bluewater, and 20.18% goes
to school boards based on a provincially-determined mill rate which was unchanged this year. Although assessments are
frozen this year, new growth has resulted in an increase in total assessment. As a result, both the County and Bluewater were
able to limit rate increases to 2.26% and 0.81% respectively, notwithstanding a higher rate of increase in their total budgets.
The combined effect of these three rates is a residential property rate of 1.308269 % – an increase of 1.33% over 2006 rates.
To calculate your taxes, multiply your property assessment by this percentage. The balance yet to be paid this year will equal
this total, less the interim installments paid to date.
BSRA has previously documented that the shifts in tax burden over the past several years are the direct result of the
current value assessment system. Municipal budget data reveal the continuing shifts in tax burden within Bluewater, reaching
new highs this year with respect to the following:
•
The portion of total tax burden borne by the residential ratepayer is now up to 84.3 %.
("Farmlands" - only 8.7 %; all other classes - 7.0 %).
•
Shoreline residents share of Bluewater "residential" taxes has now risen to 48.15 %.
(Bayfield - 21.95 %; other 4 wards combined - 29.90 %)
•
Shoreline "residential" taxes now represent 40.58% of Bluewater tax revenues from all tax classes.
(Including Bayfield "residential", the share is 59.08% of taxes from all sources.)
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